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THERE Is THEREFORE NOW No CONDEMNATION ro 
THEM WHICH ARE IN CHRIST  JESUS-— 


HIS Chapter contains a magazine of 
chriſtian - privileges, and a ſummary of 
chriſtian duty. Chriſtians cannot with to be 
more holy, than to be, and to do, what is 
here enjoined ; nor more happy, than to poſ- 
ſeſs what is here promiſed. For ſublimity of 
matter, for variety of evangelical truth, for 
admirable ſupport and comfort to behevers, 
this chapter is not inferior to any part of holy 
writ, Here the law's inability. to juſtify 
and fave, the incarnation and ſatisfaction of 
our glorious Redeemer, the Spirit's ageney in 
delivering from the dominion of fin, the be- 
liever's union with Chriſt and freedom from 
condemnation, are clearly ſet forth. There 
is a vein of heavenly comfort running through 
the whole of it. With this it begins, and 
with this it ends; it begins with no con- 
demnation to believers; it ends with no ſe- 
paration from the love of God. TEE 
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This chapter may be divided into three 
parts. The firſt contains powerful ſupport 
for ſuch as groan under the burden of in- 
dwelling fin. The ſecond contains conſolation 
under ſufferings. The third, deſcribes the 
chriſtian's victory and triumph over all his 
enemies. T's, 

After the fad conflict, the apoſtle had been 
deſcribing in the preceding chapter, which 
he had, and all believers have, while here, 
in this chapter he aſſerts a moſt comfortable 
truth, and thereby removes a great ſcruple 
which might trouble the people of God, 
who found themſelves almoſt overwhelmed by 
corruption. They might be ready to ay, 
alas! what ſhall become of us, ſeeing we are 
thus beſet by corruption? doth not every fin 
deſerve God's wrath and curſe, and render us 
obnoxious to condemnation? how then ſhall we 
eſcape this dreadful curſe? To theſe queſtions, 
the apoſtle anſwers; that, although corrup- 
tion was ſtrong in them, daily moleſting them, 
as it did him,(who was an eminent and experi- 
enced chriſtian, ) yet they were ſafe enough from 
condemnation, for the condemnatory ſentence 
of the law ſhall not paſs againſt any who are 
in Chrift Jeſus. There is no condemnation t0 
them sehs are in Chriſt. This conſolatory truth 
he inferreth by way of concluſion, natively ari- 
ſing from what he had laid down in the pre- 
ceding chapter, viz. that Chriſt would deliver 
him trum the body of death. There he gets 
his eye on Chriſt as one at hand to deliver 
him. And ſeeing that corruption ſhould not 
Wholly overwhelm him through Chriſt, ſo 


neither ſhould this evil thing bring down the 
Pe wrath 
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wrath of God upon him; Chriſt would deli- 
rer him from the one as well as from the 
other. And although he might have inferred 
this comfortable concluſion, for his own'par- 
ticular benefit and advantage, yet he' makes 
uſe of it more generally for the comfort of all 
believers, ſeeing what is eſſential to believers 
as ſuch, belongs to every believer in par- 
ticular, IHAk 6 * 

There is therefore no no condemnation to them 
which are in Chriſt Feſus. In which words we 
may notice the few following things: 

I. An unſpeakable privilege aſſerted, name- 
ly, freedom from condemnation, here rs there- 
fore now no condemnation. Theſe are, indeed, 
precious words, How fully and convincingly 
doth the apoſtle ſpeak to the point in hand? 
what a ſolid foundation doth he here lay down 
for faith to build upon? Is the gracious foul 
burdened under the remainder of ſin, what 
could be ſpoken more proper for- its relief, 
than to aſſure it, that although there may be 
much corruption, yet there is no condemna- 
tion, — no condemnation to them who are in 
Chriſt? what a faith ſtrengthening and heart 
chearing conſideration is this? Here are cor- 
dials at the very firſt. No ſooner doth the apoſ- 
tle 6:t out, but immediately he is in the great 
depths of the Grace of God, and happineſs 
of believers. It is very obſervable how the 
caſe is nowaltered with the apoſtle. If we view 
him in the preceding chapter, we will find 
him diſconſolate and caſt down under a ſenſe 
ot lin, making many dolorous complaints about 
himſelf, that he was © carnal, fold under fin,” 
and © that in his fleſh dwelt no good thing,” 
B 3 that 
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that the good he would, he did hi 

and the evil that he would not, that he did.“ 
Many ſuch heavy indictments he there draws 


1 up apainſt himſelf; but if we follow him to 


this chapter we find him quite another man. 

He changes his note and now triumphs over 
fin and all his enemies. From the depth of ſor- 
row. heis now gotup to the pinnacle of true joy. 

The eye that was juſt now fixed upon his own 
vileneſs, is now fixed upon his great bleſſedneſs 
through Chriſt: After the dark night the day 
dawns. When the true penitent has bgen moſt 
abaſed and caſt down, then comes lifting up; 
a reaping in joy comes after a ſowing in tears. 

The Lord will heal whom he thus wounds, for 
* he healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up 
their wounds.” Pal. cxlvii. z. 

IT. In the words we have the ſubjects of this 
privilege, namely, ſuch as are in Chriſt Jeſus; 
theſe, and theſe only, are the perſons to whom 
this great and unſpeakable privilege belongs: 
and they are here deſcribed, firſt, by their 
union with Chriſt in reference to their ſtate, 
they are ſuch as are in Chriſt Jeſus ;” and 
ſecondly, by their qualification and property, 
in reference to their conduct, as in the ſubſe- 
quent words, they walk not after the fleſh but 

after the ſpirit.” This clauſe doth immediately 
refer to the perſons who are in Chriſt, and is 
properly deſcriptive of them. 

III. In the words we have the particle now, 
Interpreters differ in their ſentiments about it. 
Some will have it, to have a reference to the 
preſent life, and ſo the meaning is this.— That 
believers are now ſecure againſt condemnation, 


not only when 8 ſhall be Ry inſtated 


in 


n 
in the heavenly bleſſedneſs, but even here 
while they are in the way to that bleſſedneſs, , 
even though there is fin remaining in them, fr, 
« Now there is no condemnation to them.” 
Others apply it to the time of the goſpel, #ow, 
that is, ſay they, when Chriſt is come, and 
when the goſpel diſpenſation has taken place, 
and goſpel grace is advanced, —** now there is 
no condemnation.” But this ſenſe muſt be un- 
derſtood with ſome limitation, orelſe it may be | 
the occaſion of a dangerous error. What; is 
there no condemnation in the time of the goſ- 
pel? Yes, ſurely there is; yea, the ſoreſt con- 
demnation ; —no nden like to goſpel. 
condemnation. It is double condemnation, It 
will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomor- 
rah in the day of judgment, than for the deſ- 
piſers of the goſpel, and thoſe who feject 
Chriſt.— Hence, ſays the apoſtle, Sou ball we 
eſcape if we neglect ſo great jalvation?” Heb. it. 3. 
Again, was there no exemption from con- 
demnation till the time of the goſpel? Doth 
the apoſtle, by this particle, limit this privi- 
lege to thoſe only who lived under the goſpel? 
God forbid. Believers under the Old Teſta- 
ment diſpenſation, were juſtified and faved as 
well as believers under the goſpel. But the 
moſt of commentators are of opinion that this 
19W is a caſual particle, and is as much as to 
tay,—Since theſe things are fo, that the apoſtle 
hath been diſcourſing about in the preceding 
chapter, there is now no condemnation. It 
is the very foundation upon which' all is 
built. The 7Zherefore, in the text, points to 
this zow, and derives all its ſtrength from it. 


The 


"The words Gente are a ere 
. peſition, viz. 'That there is no condemnationi a 
to them who are in Chriſt Jeſu s. 
In diſcourſing on this ſubject, we ſhall, 
through divine aſſiſtance, in the firſt place, 5 
| make a few preliminary obſervations. 724 
| . «Secondly, —Deſcribe the nature of the privi- 
lege here aſſerted, viz. Haun rem condemna- 

tion. 0 
Thirdly.— Inquire what it is to be in Chriſt x 
| Jeſus; or, ſhew how perſons may be faid to by 
in Chriſt Jeſus. And, by 
Fourthly,— Make ſome practical improve- 
ment of the ſubject. 

The firſt thing in the method was to make a 
| few preliminary obſervations. | 
1. Then. we obſerve, that the apoſtle doth 
not ſay, there is no affliction, or no cor- 
rection to them who are in Chriſt, but there 
is „no condemnation to them.” It is one 
thing to be afflicted, and another thing to be 
condemned: the Lord may and will afflict 
his people, but he will never condemn 
| them. Indeed the Lord afflicts them here, 
that he may not condemn them hereafter. 
1 Cor. xi. 32. But hen we are judged we are 
chaſtened of the Lord, that we ſhould not be con- 
demned with the world.” The Lord is ſo graci- 
ous that he, will not condemn his people, and 
vet ſo wiſe, holy and faithful, that he will af- 
ct them: our intereſt in Chriſt ſecures us 
from eternal, though not from temporal evils. 
God connot condemn, and yet love; but he can 
chaſten and yet love; nay, becauſe he loves he 
chaſtens As many as The Irebuke and chaſten.“ 
en bomtbe Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourg- 

eth 
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th every fon whom he recerveth. You only have 
I known'of all the families of the earth; therefore' 
will I puniſh you, becauſe of your muyuities.” 
Amos iii. 2. God may pardon and yet chaſ- 
tiſe. Temporal puniſhment is very conſiſtent 
with pardoning merey. Pfal. xcix. 8. Ihou an- 
feeered}s them, O Lordour God; thou was a God . 
that for gaveſt them, though thou tookeſt vengeance' 
ef their inventions.” The Lord had put away 
David's fin, yet he ſhall ſmart for it. His ſoul 
{hall live; but his child ſhall die as a chaſtiſe- 
ment for his ſin. 2 Sam. xii. 13. So that the 
Lord may and will correct his people for the 
ſins and provocations they are chargeable 
with againſt him, but he never will condemn 
them. | | 
2. We obſerve, that the apoſtle doth not ſay, 
There is no matter of condemnation in them 
who are in Chriſt. He only fays, there is no 
condemnation to ſuch.” There is a vaſt differ- 
ence between what is deſerved, and what is actu- 
ally inflicted. Even the very beſt of the Lord's 
people have enough in them that deſerves eter- 
nal condemnation; and if the Lord ſhould 
proceed againſt them according to their deſer- 
ving, it would be condemnation over and over. 
Wherever fin is, there is matter of condemna- 
tion; and thus it is with the moſt holy nien 
in the preſent life. There is no man that liveth 
one finneth not, in many things we offend all,” ſays 
the apoſtle James. **1f wwe ſay, we have no fin 
we deceroe ourſelves, and the truth is not in us, 
lays the apoſtle John. Beſides the fins which 
break forth in external acts, of which the beſt 
are more or lets guilty, there is in all men a de- 
praved nature, which appears in their ſinful pro- 


penſities. 
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penſities. Now is there not matter of cn. 
-  demnation in theſe, if the Lord ſhould enter 
into judgment, and proceed according to the 
rigour of his juſtice, and the purity of his 
law? Surely there is. Theſe evil thoughts 
and ſinful deſires, with which the beſt of men 
are diſtreſſed are not mere infirmities attend- 
ing this preſent ſtate of imperfection. but 
are real iniquities. This the apoſtledeclares, 
Rom. vii. 7. What ſhall we ſay then, is the 
law fin ? nay, I had not known fin, but by the 
law; for I had not known luſt, except the lau 
had ſaid, thou ſhalt not covet.” _ [xn 
3. We obſerve, that it is God's condemna- 
tion only from which ſuch as are in Chriſt 
Jeſus are exempted. The univerſal negative 
*©9 condemmnation, reaches no further than the 
condemnatory ſentence of the great God, As 
to this, all who are in Chriſt are ſafe. But 
there are other condemnations to which they 
are expoſed. Men condemn them. We 
mean the wicked, who are (and always have 
been) condemners of the righteous, The ſaints 
as aſſeſſors with Chriſt, ſhall judge the world 
hereafter; and the world will be judging 
the faints here. Saints condemn finners by 
their holy converſation ; as it it ſaid of Noah, 
he prepared an ark, by which he condemned 
the world. On the other hand, what is more 
common than for the people of God to have 
| their perſons and ſtrict walking condemned 
by a wicked and malicious world ? Their 
character is,—they are hypocrites, factious, 
ſeditious, proud, ſelfiſh, and what not. Some- 
times their condemnation of them, riſes ſo high 
as to the taking away of their very lives, as 
In 


En) _ 
in James v. 6. ** Ye have condemned and killed © 
the juſt.” But the Lord will not condemn 
his own people, neither here nor hereafter. 
All this is but man's judgment, The righ- 
teous God judgeth otherwiſe of his people. 
He is ſo far from condemning them, that he 
willwpenly vindicate them from all the ground- 
eſs accuſations and condemnations of their 
enemies. It was David's prayer to God,. 
« Lord let my ſentence come forth from tb pre- 
ſence.” As if he had faid, Lord, man doth a 
ſentence upon me, but do thou thyſelf 
ſentence upon me, and then I am ſure it will 
be as juſt as the ſentence of my enemies will be 
unjuſt; and do not conceal thy ſentence con- 
cerning me; but let it © come forth from thy 
preſence” that the world may ſee and know 
what I am, and what are thy thoughts con- 
cerning me. We have a very comfortable 
promiſe to this purpoſe in Pſ. xxxvii. 32, 33. 
« The wicked watcheth the righteous 405 eeketh 
to flay him. The Lord will not leave 2005 in his 
hand, nor condemn him when he 1s judged; 
that is, although man condemn, yet God will 
not. He will not ſuffer his own people always 
to lie under the world's condemnation. No; 
he will clear up their innocence, ** as the 
light of the noon day.” Conſcience ſometimes 
alſo condemns thoſe who are in Chriſt. One 
part of the office of conſcience is, to act as a 
judge in the ſoul; and therefore it will be 
paſſing ſentence, with reſpect to men's tate 
and actions; and its ſentence is often in a con- 
demnatory way. So it is even with the Lord's 
own people upon the commiſſion of ſin. How 
forward is conſcience to condemn them l and 


indeed, 
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indeed, my brethren, a condemning eoriſtlabd T 
s a very Jreadfal thing to all that ſuffer under 
rt, whether they be ſaints or ſinners. There 
d no pain in the body comparable to the tor= | 
ment of a condemning conſcience. A man 
bad better be condemned by all the world, than 

by his own conſcience. ** The ſpirit of a man 
will ſuſtain his infirmity, but a wounded ſpirit 
l can bear? Well, but the people of God 
may comfort themialves with this, that tho” 
Eonſcience ſometimes condemn below, and tho 
God ſometimes diſapprove, yet he doth not 
econdemn. But to the graceleſs ſinner, it is 
both conſcience condemning, and God con- 
| ng, and that is the very height of miſery. 

Again, Satan, the accuſer of the brethren _ 
(as he is called) will likewiſe be condemning 
the people of God. He is a proud uſurper, 
and loves to be upon the bench, and to aflume 
the power and authority which doth not be- 
long to him: he takes great pleaſure in judg- 
ing "the ſpiritual and eternal ſtate of believers. 
He who is only God's executioner, will take 

Upon him to be a judge. And as his pride 
puts him upon judging, ſo his malice puts 
him upon condemning. There is not a,righ- 
teous perſon in the world, upon whom, he 
either doth, or would, pronounce a black ſen- 
tence of condemnation. He is condemned 
S himſelf, and he is altogether ſet upon con- 
demning others, eſpecially when he meets with. 
a- poor troubled believer in Chriſt Jefus, how 
does he beitir himſelf in order to diſcoprage 
and overwhelm that foul? As if he ſhould 
fay, art thou a child of God? no; thou art 


a child of wrath, What? art thou looking for 
8 ſalvation? 
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ſalvation? It is in vain to expect it; for hell 
and deſtruction ſhall be thy portion for ever. 
What, doſt thou pretend to — There is 
no true grace in thee. Thou art an hypocrite; 
a caſta way, one that muſt periſh for ever. 
Thus you ſee how the great — of our 
ſalvation proceeds when he meets with a pode 
afflicted and diſconſolate ſoul. 

4. We obſerve, that although it is rendered 
in our tranſlation 0 condemnation, yet in he 
original it may be read not ane condemnation. 
Such is the grace of God to believers, and ſuch 
is their ſafety in their juſtified ſtate, that there 
is no condemnation, not ſo much as axe con- 
demnation to be paſſed againſt them. Jer. I. 20. 
« In thoſe days, and in that time, faith the Lord, 
the iniquity of Iſrael ſhall be fougbt for, and there 
(hall be none; and the fins of Fudab, and they 
/all not be found : for T will pardon them wwhant 
I reſerve,” Theſe words may have an alluſion | 
to a merchant who turns over all his bonds, 
and ſearches into all his debt-books, to ſee if 
he can find one debt due to him, from ſuch or 
ſuch a perſon, but upon the moſt narrow ſcru- 
tiny, he cannot ſo much as find one. Juſt ſo 
it is with the juſtified perſon. The Lord might 
find enough of guilt in him, as he is in him- 
{clf, but in Chriſt he is juſtified ; ſo there is 
nothing to be found againſt him. This tends 
greatly to the comfort and encouragement of 
the Lord's people. This makes the text 
highly conſolatory. There is not ſo much as 
one condemnation to them who are in Chriſt 
Jeſus. 

5. We obſerve that the apoſtle ſpeaks inde= 4 
finitely with reſpect to the ſubject. There? 

| is 
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is therefore now no condemnation to them 
# whichare in Chriſt Jeſus.” The apoſtle dot 
not confine or limit this freedom from condem- 
nation to himſelf. He doth not ſay there is no 
| condemnation to me; but extends it to all who + 
hape an intereſt i in Chriſt: and herein he evi- 
denceth great wiſdom, for had he ſpoken in 
the ſingular number (to me) many poor, weak 
chriſtians, might have been afraid to have ap- 
plied this great and unſpeakable privilege! to 
themſelves. They might have been ready to 
object and ſay, ah, happy Paul ! thou art 
ſtrong in faith, eminent in grace, therefore 
thou mayeſt well ſay, there is no condemnation «- 
to thee; but it is not fo with us, we are but 
low ſhrubs, mere dwarfs in grace; it is not for 
us to lay hold upon ſuch an ineſtimable bleſ- 
fing. Now, in order to obviate this objection, - 
the apoſtle ſays, I tell you there is no — x 
nation to any who are in Chriſt, let them be 
who they will. This privilege belongs to all 
ſuch, to you as well as to me. True it is, Lam 
an apoſtle, you are not ſo; but then I am a 
believer, and ſo are you; I may have more 
grace than you, but yet you are in Chriſt as 
well as I, and the union being common, the 
F 1@lvation is common too. Beſides, it is the 44150 
righteoutneſs to all, and upon all that be- 
lieve. It is the ſame kind of faith in the 
I! higheſt, as in the loweſt believer, to them who 
have obtained like precious faith with us. It 
is the fame head and the ſame union with this 
| 
| 
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head in all, and therefore it muſt be the ſame | 
freedom from condemnation. _ 8 

Theſe things being ny ane we now 
proceed to the 


a Genendl 
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ne ; 
1 G head in the method, which was 
to deſcribe the nature of the privilege expreſ- 
ſed in the text, viz; freedom from condemna- 
tion, there is therefore now no condemnation N 
to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus. 
The word 5 n various » ig- * Ss 
ny in ſcri 
| It ſometimes f that 1 aggra- 
rat ones ſin, or — or that which 
is the ground, or cauſe of condemnation, as in 
John iii. 19. And this is the condemnation” 
that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkneſs rather m Abr, becauſe e — | 


were evil.” 
WE 4s X 


2. It is ſometimes Inka far — | 

. itſelf to which one is adjudged, or condemned; 
as in 1 Cor. xi. 32. But when we are judged, - 
we are chaſtened of the Lord that we thould 
not be condemned with the world. 

3. It is ſometimes taken for a cenfuring! of 
other men's perſons,” purpoſes, and actions, 
either raſhly, unjuſtly, or uncharitably ; as in 
Luke vi. 37. © Judge not, and ye ſhall not be 
judged. Condemn not, and ye ſhall not be con- 
demned. Forgive, and ye ſhall be forgiven.” 

4. It is ſometimes taken for a witneſſing 
againſt, and convincing perſons of their wick- 
edneſs and faults, by the good example, and 
conduct of others; —— the Ninevites ſhall 
condemn the obſtinate Jews, Mat. xii. 41. 
** The men of Nineveh fhall riſe in judgment with * 
this generation, and ſhall condemn it, becauſe 
they repented at the preaching of Fonds, and 
bebold a greater than Jonas it here. 

5. And laſtly, the word condemnation, 
"Ay and properly taken, ſignifies judgment 


againſt 


— —ů —-— 


_ — —— —  - . 


a in one. 8 Fl forenſic word, 


and his offence is proved, before the judge 
paſs ſentence againſt him, or declare him guil. 


theſe are included in it. God condemns _ 


1 1\ 168 * . 
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Wubhat is in uſe, among men i in courts of juſtiet. 
0 rer is the ſentence of a judge pro- 
flicted upon the guilty perſon. Among men, 


a puniſhment, or penalty to be in- 


the malefactor, or guilty perſon, is indicted, 


ty of that which is laid to his charge; and 
therefore he muſt undergo the penalty that 


is denounced; if it be capital, he muſt die for 
it: ſo it is here; the impenitent, unbelieving 
dinner, is e at the bar of the great judge 


of the quick and dead, and he is found guilty 
of the violation of the holy law; and contempt 
of the glorious goſpel, whereupon the Lord 


pronounces him to be guilty; and upon that 


guilt, adjudges him to everlaſting death. 
This 1s God's condemning or condemnation, 
in alluſion to that condemnation, which 18 
among men. Again, condemnation is either 
in reſpect of guilt or puniſhment ; both af 


inner, how ? why ;? 


1. He judges him to be guiley of that which 


the law charges againſt him, for the law faith, 


thus and thus, ſinner, thou haſt offended, ſuch 


duties have been omitted by thee, and ſuch 
_ {fins have been committed, ſuch ſabbath 


have been profaned, ſuch mercies have been 
abuſed, and ſuch offers of life and ſalvation 


have been flighted by thee. Well then, ſaith 
SGod to the tinner, what doſt thou ſay to this 


charge that is brought in againſt thee by m 

holy law? Is it true or falſe? Canſt thou den 

it? What _ canſt thou make for thyſel 
| | Alas! 


———— 


e . 
Mes! the gane remains ſpeechleſs.” Hef 
not a word to fay in his own defence. He can 
neither deny what is laid | 3 nor ex- 
cuſe nmel for what he hath done. Why then, 
fith God, the tighteous judge, unto the finner; . 
I muſt pronoufice thee to be guilty. And ig this 
all? No; for upon this guilt, the law pleads 
on anothb# ſentence, viz. * the inflicting of , 
penalty threatened by God himſelf, and incuf- 
red by the finflet': Ah! then, ſays God; I mult 
be jul, and therefore, ſinner, I here adjudgs 
thee to die eternally. This is condemnation in 


with reſpe& to guilt, it is oppoſed to jultifica= 
tion; and if we conſider with reſpect to pijniſh- 
ment, it is oppoſed to ſalvation, according o 
the firſt ſenſe, we have it in Rom. v. 16, 48. 
And not ag it was by one thut finned, ſi i the 8515 no 
for the judgment was by one 10 condemnation, but 
the free gift is of many offences unto juſtification * 
of life. Therefore as by the offence of one judge 
ment came upon all men to condemnation ;' even % 
by the righteouſneſs of one the free gift came upon 
all men unto juſtification of” { fe ; and according 
to the ſecond ſenſe, we have it in Mark xvi. 16 
He that believeth and js baptized ſhall” be 
ſaved, and he that believeth not ſhall be damn- 
ed. Theſe are the two things which make up 
the, condemnation in my teyt, guilt pts a 67 
from both which 8 Chriſt are ſecured. 
They ſhall neither be judged guilty, nor fhall a 
ſentence of eternal death be by 
their guilt being taken away 
fo that the believer is en 

demnation. r 5 
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the extenſive notion of it. If we conſider it 


ed againſt them; 


: : 18, 9 
Again, e is the ſentence conn 
and the ſtate of condemnation ; the farmer hach 
a reference to God, and the latter a reference to 
the Gnner, and is conſequential upon the former; 
we have already ſpoken a little concerning the 
ſentence of condemnation. The ſtate of cons 
demnation is the ſinner's enduring the ſentence 


ef vindiftive juſtice, and that for ever. Nag 


neither of theſe can belong to them that are in 
- Chriſt Jeſus, not the former, for they are juſtif- | 
ed, nor the latter, for in due time they ſhall be 
glorified ; for whom he juſtifies, them he alſo 
glorifies. We may take in both, yet it is mainly 
_— from a ſtate of eee that the 
apoſtle had in his eye, when he here ſaid, ©* there 
is now-no condemnativn to them which are in 
Chriſt Jeſus. 
Jjuſtification and non-condemnation, with - 
ſpect to the ſentence, are both one; only the one 
denotes what is poſitive, and the other what is 
negative, Now the apoſtle having inferred no 
condemnation from juſtification ; it appears that 
he had ſomething in his eye diſtin * and 
conſequential upon juſtification, and that muſt 
be freedom from a ſtate of condemnation. © There 
is now no condemnation to them who are in 
Chriſt Jeſus.” As if the apoſtle had faid, ſuch 
ſhall not be condemned 1 nor lie under 
that puniſhment in hell, which will be the por- 
tion of all unbelievers. * The wicked ſball le 
turned into hell, and all the nations that forget to 
feet God. 
Indeed the negation in the text is ſo abſolute 

and exprels, that there cannot be the leaſt doubt 
of the truth and reality of it, yet as to the appli- 
cation of it unto a perſon s ſelf, there may be 

many 


e | 
many doubts arifing in his mind. But as to the 
thing itſelf, there is nothing more certain; we 

have it not only aſſerted in this text, but alſo 
in many other places of holy writ, as in John iii. 
18. He that believeth on him as not condemned, 
but he that belleveth not is condemned already, ba 
cauſe he hath not believed on the name of the only. 
begotten Son of God.” John v. 24. Perily 
verily I ſay unto. you,” —(our Lord would have 
believers fully convinced of this moſt precious. 
truth, and therefore preſſeth it with aſſeveration 
upon aſſeveration, and gives his own authority 
for it,)—** he that heareth my word and believeth 
on him that ſent me, hath everluſting life, and ſhall 
mot come into condemnation ; but is paſſed from death 
unto life. If we look narrowly into the text we 
ill find a double argument for the non-coudem- 
ation of believers; the firſt lies couched under 
he illative particle 7herefore. © There is there- . 
ore now no condemnation to them who are in 
hriſt Jeſus.” Expoſitors differ as to the mean- 
ng of this particle. Some will have it to have 
reference to that which went before, from the 
;th verſe of the 1ſt chapter, and to be a conclu- 
ion drawn from all that had been taught before, 
Others limit it to ſome ſpecial part of the 
poſtle's foregoing diſcourſe in this epiſtle, and 

0 apply it to what he had laid down in the 3d, 
th, and gth chapters, where he inſiſts upon 
uſtification; and having proved at large, that 
clievers are juſtified through the imputation of 
he righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, received by a 
ith of divine operation, and from this their 
leſſed ſtate ; he here infers that there is no con- 
:mnation to them. Others make the principal 
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eſpecially in the cloſe of it. The apoſtle. ther 
thanks God who had delivered -him - from this 
body of fin through Chriſt. He faith, with hi 
mind (that is, his renewed part) he ſerved the lay 
of God; and with the fleſh (that is, the unrege- 
nerated part) he ſerved the law of fin. From 
this he draws the concluſion, that, “ there is 
now no condemnation to them who ate in Chril 
Jeſus.” EPs 
Again, the non-condemnation of ſuch as arein 
Chriſt Jeſus may be proved, from their juſtifica- 
tion and ſanctification. 0 
Ii ſt. From their juſtification. The perſon who 
zs juſtified cansot be condemned, for juſtification 
and condemnation are contrary to each other; 
there being in juſtification an acquital from guilt 
How can this conſiſt with the condemning d 
one as guilty, or becauſe guilty? This would 
be a plain contradiction. It is with law con- 
trairies as with phyſical ones. Upon the ſuppo- 
ſition of theone there muſt needs be the exclution 
or negation of the other. Now Juſtification ani 
condemnation are contrary to each other. 
The apoſtle argues upon this in the 33d verſeo 
this chapter, who ſhall lay any thing to ti 
charge of Gog's eleA ? Surely there mult i 
charging before there can be condemning. Not 
there can be none of this to the true belies 
er, becauſe, “it is God that juſtifieth.“ I 
believer being juſtified by God, is freed froi 
condemnation. He that will not acquit tl 
guilty, will not condemn the righteous ; for. bo 
are an abon:metion to the Lord.“ Prov. xvii. 
No the juſtified perſon is a righteous peli 


/ 


1 „ 2 
and will the righteous judge condemn a righteous,- 
perſon ? Surely r.. air en 

But in order to the better underſtanding of 
this, let us caſt our eyes back into the ſame 
epiſtle, and fee what the apoſtle there lays down 
concerning juſtification. He faith, and this is 
the main poſition: on which he doth enlarge in 
all the following diſcourſe : Hertin is the righ- 
teouſneſs of G 5 revealed from faith to faith,” 
chap. i. 17. Even the righteouſneſs of God 
 $obich is by faith in Chrift Feſus: unto all, and 
upon all them that believe.“ And in chap. iii. 
24, 25. Being juſtified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Teſus Chriff : 
whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, thro 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for 
the remiſſion of fins that are paſt, through the 
forbearance of God; therefore being juſtified by 
faith we have peace with God through our Lord 
Tefus Chriſt.“ Now if theſe ſcriptures are duly 
conſidered concerning juſtification, we will find 
that the apoſtle had juſt ground to infer, that 
there is therefore now no condemnation to! . 
them who are in Chriſt Jeſus.” - 6. 

2. The non-condemnation of thoſe who are in 
Chriſt may be proved from their ſanctification. 
Such as are in Chriſt are ſanctified; for, where 
cver there is union with the Son, there is ſancti- 
fication by the ſpirit ; now ſuch as are ſanctiſied 
ſhall never be condemned. Rev. xx. 6. Bleſ- 
fed and holy is he that hath part in the firſt reſur- 
rection, on ſuch the ſecond death hath no power.“ 
Sanctification doth not carry in it ſuch a direct 
and intrinfic oppoſition to condemnation as juſti- 
hcation doth, nor is it any meritorious ground of 

GY: non- 


Can there be condemnation where there is ſuch 
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tion there ſhall be no condemnation ; forupon this 
the power and dominion of fin is taken away 
vigorous reſiſtance is made againſt it; the ben 
of the heart is for God ; there is the partici 

tion of the divine nature; the image of Bp 


renewed in the foul, the believer in Chriſt is m 


part reſtored to that original rectitude which he 
ha before the fall; from all which the fanQik. 
ed perſon is ſecured from condemnation, The 
Lord hath ſuch a love and regard for his grace, 


chat none ſhall periſh eternally who have it.— 
' Grace merits nothing; yet it is a ſecurity from 


the greateſt evil. Nothing can ſave where grace 
is not, and nothing can condemn where grace is; 
ſo that belizvers in Chriſt being juſtified 'and 
ſanctified, are above the reach of condemnation, 
Theſe are the two great pillars on which the 
therefore, in the text, 1s built. 

3. Again, the text affords another ground of 
non-cordemnation, and that hes in 5 object it- 
elf. There is no condemnation to them that 
are in Chriſt Jeſus.” Why ſo? Becauſe they aro 
in Chriſt Jeſus. Theſe words are not only def- 
criptive of the perſons to whom this ineſtimable 
privilege belongs, but they are argumentative, 
and contain a reaſon or proof of the things ſpoken 


of; this expreſſion intimates that ind:odvable | 


union that ſubſiſts between Chriſt and believers. 


an union; Surely no; for by this union believ- 
ers have an intereſt in all that Chriſt hath done 
and ſuffered ; they have a right to the all of 
Chriſt; his obedience; death, reſurrection and 
_ aſcenſion. Upon this the apoſtle triumphs moſt 
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gloriouſly in the 33 vetſe, © who ſhall lay any 
thing to the charge of God's elect? There he 
ſeems to challenge all inferior accuſers, and bids 
them to do their worſt, he hangs out a flag of 
defiance to all who will attempt to condemn 
any who are in Chriſt; God himſelf will not 
condemn them, for he juſtifies. It it God that 
juſtifieth.: and he cannot condemn and juſtify the 
fame perſon, for he hath declared, that he hat 
accepted Chriſt's ſatisfaction made in behalf of. 
the believer ; and he will not be ſatisfied and yet 
condemn. Again, Chriſt will not condemn them, 
for his great deſign was to prevent condemnation. 
This was the very thing he had his eye upon in 
his great and bleſſed undertaking : Yea he is ſo 
far from doing it himſelf, that he will not ſuffer 

it to be done by any other. Sin ſhall not con- 
demn any who are in Chriſt, for that is expiated _ 
by the blood of Chriſt, and pardoned by an of- _ 
fended God. It is condemned itſelf, and a con- 

t WJ demned thing ſhall never be a condemning. Again 

, the law cannot condemn ſuch as are in Chriſt, 
for it is fulfilled by the ſurety, and ſo cannot be a 
proper judge. Beſides, believers are not under 
the law, but under grace, and therefore cannot 
be condemned by a judge to whoſe juriſdiction. 
they do not belong. From all which it is evident, 
that there is not, that there cannot be any con- 

| demnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus. 

To conclude, at preſent, pray that the Lord 
may enable you by the power of his grace to ac- 
ceept of Chriſt, as he is offered to you in the glo- 
nous goſpel, that ſo you may be delivered from a 
WY ffate of condemnation, and brought into a ſtate of 
peace and reconciliation with himſelf. Amen. 
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THERE 18 THEREFORE NOW NO CONDEMNATION TO _ 
' WHICH ARE IN CHRIST JESUS.— 
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& E have a memorable declaration of Paul 
5 the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, in the 
| | zd chap, of the Phil. 8th and gth verſes, ** Yea, 
| ubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Teſus my Lord, 
for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and 
| do count them but dung that I may win Chriſt, and 
e found in him, not having mine own righteouſneſs, 
| which rs of the law, but that which 15 through the 
| faith of Chrift, the righteouſneſs which is of God by 
Faith; and ſays he, in writing to the Corinthi- 
ans, „I determine to know nothing among you, 
fave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified,” and this 
his excellent purpoſe, he more fully opens up in 
the 10th verſe of the fore-cited 3d of the Phil, 
* that I may know him and the power of his 
reſurrection, and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings 
being made conformable to his death.” Theſe 
indeed are the ſum of chriſtianity. That Jeſus 
was delivered for our offences and raiſed again for 
1 | Our 


- - © << 


n 
our juſtification. Our Lord Chriſt, as ſurety for 
the elect, was in their room, laid under the arreſt 
of death to expiate their ſins, and having by his 
ſuferings given full ſatisfaction, he aroſe again, 
and they thereby obtain deliverance from the 
hands of the great judge. For, as his death is 
their payment in full ſatisfaction for all the de- 
mands that the law of God could make upon 
them, ſo his reſurrection is their diſcharge, and 
a publication of it to the world. The apoſtle's 
converſion was ſo ſtrange and wonderful, and the 
grace of Chriſt manife ſted in it, that from the 
| culiar impreſſion he thence received, it is ob- 
ſervable, that he delights to ſpeak of nothing. 
more, than union to Chriſt. By this he mea- 
ſures his own felicity, and the felicity of thoſe . 
| WH whom he loves in the deareſt manner. In 1 Cor. 
> WH xv. 8. He ſpeaks of himſelf, © as one born out 
„of due time,” becauſe, Chriſt was fo late ſeen of 
him; and reckons it as the great honor, and ad- 
„vantage of others that they were fooner converted 
{ WH to Chriſt than he was himſelf ; and that they 
vere believers in him when he was a perſecutor, 
/ 


and blaſphemer ; as if he ſhould fay, O happy 
beyond all expreſſion are they who were ſooner 
reſcued from a ſtate of condemnation, waſhed, 
juſtified, and ſanctified in the name of the Lord 
„ Jeſus, than I was. — 
) Having -in the preceding diſcourſe introdu- 
(ed myſelf to theſe words; I obſerved that they 
rie ſa complete propoſition, viz. That“ there is 
| 10 condemnation to them who are in Chriſt 
| eſus.“ | ' 
For method through divine aſſiſtance J pro- 
pole in the 0. | | 
| «Ob Firſt 
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flather's dealing with fhis followers, every 


may be underſtood of the body of profeſſing 
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Eirſt place, to make a few preliminary obſer. 


vations. . \ + 5 ea | 
| Secondly, deſcribe the nature of the privileg: 


here aſſerted, viz. deliverance from condemmng, 


tion 


Fhirdly.—Inquire what it is to be in Chi 
Jeſus ; or, ſhew how perſons may be ſaid to be 


in Chriſt Jeſus. And 


Fourthly, Make ſome practical improve. 
ment of the ſubject. | 

We have already gone through the two firſt 
general heads in the method, and ſhall now pro- 
ceed to the conſideration of the 1 

Third, which was to enquire what it is to be 
in Chriſt Jeſas? In general, to be in Chrift Jeſus, 
means tnat union that is between Chriſt and 
believers, through the ſpirit and faith. To be in 
Chriſt, is to be ingrafted, incorporated, and uni- 
ted to him. In fine, it is the ſame as to be a real 


_ chriſtian. Some are in Chriſt only externally; 


they enter into his church by baptiſm, and par- 


n cke of the ordinances of his inſtitution, together 
with his people. They bear his name, and make 


a viſible profeſſion of belonging to him; of 
whom our Lord ſpeaks, when he ſays, of his 


branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh 
away; and again, if a man abide not in me, 
he is caſt forth as a branch,” as what appeared, 
or, for a time was taken by men to be ſo ; but 
was not ſo in truth, nor accounted as ſuch by 


{ the ſearcher of hearts. Thus when the apoſtle 


mentions his being known to the churches of 
Judea, he adds, which were in Chriſt;“ which 


chriſtians there, as diſtinguiſhed from the Jon 
| _ "The 


N r 3 
They were ſaid to be in Chriſt, as owning them 
ſelves to be his followers, although there might 
be many unſound profeſſors among them, and 
although under a profeſſion of Chriſt, had 


Iſrael who are of Iſrael.” There are tares as 
I vel as wheat in Chriſt's field here below. Fool- 
iſh as well as wiſe virgins in, Chriſt's houſe... - 
Goats as well as ſheep in Chriſt's fold here on 
earth. Neither faith nor repentance are merito- 
rious conditions of a perſon entering into the 
| WH covenant of grace; they are ſome of the bleſſings 
contained in the covenant. They do not bring * 
a perſon into it, but are the fruits and evidences 
of his being there. But that which brings a per-, 
ſon into God's covenant: is, an act of free, rich, 


4 and ſovereign grace from all eternity. All that 
n care favingly intereſted in God's covenant of rich * 
5 and free mercy, were choſen in Chriſt from ever- 


laſting. Ephe. i. 4. According as he hath 
choſen us in him before the foundation of the 
world.” The ſpirit of God doth, at converſion, 
take and apply this covenant of grace for the 
quickening, pardoning, juſtifying, and ſanctify- 
ing of them. He ſhews them his covenant, brings 
them into it, and manifeſts to them their inte- 
reſtin it; but this is only the privilege of true 
believers. 
Some are alſo in Chriſt by vital union, and ſo 
in the language of fcripture are members of 
his body, of his fleſh, and of his bones; and he 
that is joined to the Lord, is faid to be one 
ſpirit” with him: and this is the being in Chriſt 
which is here meant, which is peculiar to be- 
lievers, and npne elſe. Concerning whom, he 
ys that © they dwell in him, and he in them.” 
| 7 Now 
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no ſaving intereſt in him. They are not all 


u, an underſtanding that we may know him that i; 


, wifdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctiſication, and 


febves, how that Feſus Chriſt is in you except ye bt 


branch cannot bear fruit of il ſelſ, except it abid: 


bat be abigeth) in us, b y the ſpirit which be 


«A evertheleſs 
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"Mow chi union that ſubſiſts between Chriſt. and 
the believer, is variouſly expreſſed in the holy 
ſeriptures. It is ſometimes expreſſed by believe 
being in Chriſt as in the text, and many places 


of ſcripture, as in 1 John, v. 20, * And ut 
know that the Son of God is come, and hath given 


true, and we are in him that is true, even m 
bit Son Jeſus Chriſt.” 2 Cor. v. 17, © There. 
fore if any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature, 
old things are paſſed tet behold all things are 
become new.” 1 Cor. * But of him ar: 
ye in Chriſt Feſus ; who * 2 is made unto us 


redemption.” This union is alſo expreſſed by 
- Chriſt being in believers, as in 2 Cor. xiii. 5, 
« Examine yourſelves, &c. Know ye not your- 


reprobates.” Col. i. 17, © To whom God would 
make known, what is the riches of the glory of 
this my/tery among the Gentiles ; which is, Chi 
in you the hope of Glory.” And Rom. viii. 10, 
« And if Chriſt be in you, the body ts dead becauſe 
of fin, but the ſpirit is liſe becauſe of righteouſneſs.” 
This union is alfo repreſented by believers abid- 
ing in Chrift, and Chriſt abiding in them, as in 
Jo. xv. 4. © Abide in me and I in you, as the 


in the vine, no more can ye except ye abide i 


me.” I John, iii. 24. And hereby we know 


hath given us.” This union is alſo —_ 


by Chriſt living in them, as in Gal. ii. 2 
J hve; yet not I, but Chriſt Py 
eth in me: and the life which I now live in tht 


Nh fh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, Rows 
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ved me and gave himſelf for me.” We judge it 
altogether needleſs to ſpend more time in prov- 
ing this point, viz. That ſome perſons are in 


Chriſt, or that there is a bleſſed union between 


Chriſt and believers. All that we intend at pre- 
ſent is, to endeavour in ſome meaſure to open-up 
this fundamental point. Indeed, my. brethren, _ 
it is very profound. It is a myſtery, a very great 
myſtery, a myſtery that believers ſhall never. 
fully underſtand till they come to heaven. John . 
xiv. 29. ©* At that day ye ſhall know that I am 
in my father, and you in me, and I in you.“ 
That day refers to the time when the ſpirit 
ſhould be given, that is promiſed in the 16th. 
and 17th verſes of this Chap. then the diſciples. _ 
began to have a fulleg knowledge of Chriſt's 
being in the father, and of the father being in 
him, of their being in Chriſt, and he being in 
them, than ever they had before, and that 
knowledge will be perfected in heaven. Now 
as it was with the apoſtles, ſo it is with all be- 
lievers, in their meaſure under the teaching of 
the ſame holy ſpirit ; by theſe they know in 
part, hereafter they ſhall know even as they 
are known.” Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt takes hold 
of . their ſouls by his quickening ſpirit, renew- | 
ing and ſanctifying them, and begetting faith in 
them, by which they receive him, and con- 
ſent to be his; fayinf, ** thine we are, O Da- 
vid, and on thy fide, thou Son of Jeſſe.” Thus 


by the ſpirit on Chriſt's part, and faith on 
theirs, the bleſſed union is made up, by which 
they are faid to © be in him, that is true, 
even in Chriſt Jeſus, partakers of a divine na- 
ture, from the in ction of which, both he 
that ſanCtifieth, and they who are ſanctified, 


WOE 12 
i are all one. Now in order to the better un 
ſtanding of this union that ſubliſts/ between 


Chriſt and believers : we may 1ſt. mention ſome 


of che ſcriptural reſemblances by which it ig 


deſcribed, and 2dly. mention a few of its exey. 


WE lent qualities. 


I. Then, we ſhall mention a few of the: ſcrip. 
tural reſemblances, by which it is deſcribed; 
and the 

| Iſt. Is that of a huſband and wife The con: 
_ jugal relation is a very near union. If we look 

into the firſt inſtitution of marriage, we ſhall 
find a deep foundation of oneneſs laid there, as 
in Gen. ii. 23, 24. * And Adam ſaid this is 
no bone of my bone, and fleth of my fleſh, ſhe 
hall be called woman, becauſe ſhe was taken: 
out of man.” Therefore ſhall a man leave 
his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; 


and they ſhall be one fleſh.” Now Chriſt and 
1 8 ſtand in the ſame conjugal relation to 
cach other. He is their huſband, they are his 

| ſpouſe. They are eſpouſed to Chriſt the one huſ- 


band. Thy Maker is thine huſband, the Lord 


of hoſts is his name, the God of all the earth 


| ſhall he be called.” Their name is Hephzibah 


| and Beulah. Iſa. Ixii. 4, 5. Thou ſhalt no 
more be termed, forſaken, neither ſhall thy land 


any more be termed deſolate ; but thou ſhalt be 


called Hephzibah, and thy land Bulah, for the 


[44 Lord delighteth in thee ; and thy land ſhall be 


married; for as a young man marrieth a virgin, 


b dall thy ſons marry thee, and as the bride- 
groom rejoiceth over the bride, ſo ſhall thy God 
rejoice over thee.” The apoſtle aſſerts the mar- 


riage union between Chriſt and believers in the 


ih] fulneſs. of it, in Eph. v. 28, 29, 30. 31. 
N ought 


1 EE. 
ent men to love their wives, as their ow, 
* he that loveth his wife, loveth himſelf, 
for no man ever yet hated his own fleſh, but 
nouriſheth and cheriſheth it, even as the Lord 
the Church ; for we are members of his body, 
of his fleſh and of his bones; for this cauſe ſhall . 
2 man leave his father and mother and ſhall be / 
joined unto his wife, and they two ſhall be one 
ſeth.” Well, what of all this? the apoſtle adds, 
« This is a great myſtery, but I ſpeak concern- 
ing Chriſt and the Church.“ As if he had faid, 
do not miſtake me although I have ſpoken much 
concerning that union, that is between the huſ-. 
band and wife, according to its primitive inſtitu- 
tion; yet that is not the principal thing that I. - 
aim at: I have a higher union in view than that, 
viz. that ſpiritual union that is between Chriſt 
and the Church. For as the huſband and wife are 
one, Chriſt and beligyers are much more ſo. The 
| Second reſemblance is, that of the head and 
members. In the body natural, there is a near 
ad cloſe union; for they being joined together, 
nake up one and the fame body. Now Chriſt 
ad the believer ſtand in the ſame relation to 
Hach other in the body myſtical. He is the head, 
bey are the ſeveral members belonging to that 
0 
d 
e 
e 
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head. Col. i. 18. He is the head of the body, 
the church.“ God hath given him to be head 
ver all things unto the church, which is his 
ody, the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all.” — 

I hath pleaſed the father, that in him ſhould 
N al fullneſs dwell. All grace is in him. There is 
atifying and pardoning grace, ſanctifying and 
| opting grace in him. There is every thing in 
5 um that is ſufficient for enriching ſinners in 
c 
0 


me, and through eternal ages; and he diſtri- 
butes 


E 


butes his grace as freely as the ſun fratters hi 
beams through the world; and invitescall the 
ſons of men 5 come and ſhare of his goodneſ,, 
As in Iſa. Iv. 1. Ho every one that thirſteth 
come ye to the 8.5 and he that hath no mo- 
ney; come ye, bye and eat; yea, come, bye wine 
and milk without money and without price. 
And in Rev. xxii. 17. The ſpirit and the 
bride ſay come, and let him that heareth ſay, 
come, and let him that is athirſt come, and who 
ſoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 
« Now believers are the body of Chriſt, and 
members in particular.” 1 Cor. xii. 27. For as 
truly and nearly as the head and members are 
united together, ſo truly is Chriſt and believers.” 

zdly. Another reſemblance is, that of the root 
and branches, There is alſo union here. If it 
were not ſo, how could the one convey life, fa 
and nouriſhment to the other; Juſt ſo it is with 
Chriſt and believers. He is — they are the 
branches; As in John xv. 5. I am the vine, 
ye are the branches ; he that abideth in me, 
and I in. him, the ſame bringeth forth much 
fruit; for without me you can do nothing.” We 
read alſo of being planted and ingrafted into 
Chriſt. This is a metaphor in which the ſpini 
of God takes much delight when deſcribing the 
myſtical meaning between Chriſt and behevers. 
As in Rom. vi. 5. For if we have been planted 
together, in the likeneſs of his death, we ſhall be 
alſo in the likeneſs of his reſurrection.“ We read 
alſo of being rooted in Chriſt. There is a blel- 
ſed reſemblance between Chriſt and believer 
and the root and the branches, in point of union, 
and in point of influence. The root is united 
the branches, and they to it; to is Chriſt to ths 
e belies, 


( 33. ), 
believer, and he to him. The root conveys ſap to 
the branches, by which they live and are nouriſh- 
ed; ſo does Chriſt to the believer. It is from 
him that all the believer's fruitfulneſs is derived. 
Their grace and all the flouriſhing of it, is not 
owing to their own care and induſtry in the ufual 
means, though theſe are conſcientiouſly attended 
to; but to the power and grace of the ſpirit of 
God, which worketh in them both to will 
and to do of his good pleaſure. For of them- 
WT (:lves they can do nothing, © without me,” ſays 
our Lord, (or, ſeparate from me,) “ ye can do 
re WJ nothing.” | 
3. Aly. Another reſemblance is that, between the 
of W foundation and the building. There is alſo union 
it here; for in a building all the ſtones and timbers 
being joined, and faſtened together upon the 
foundation, make up one entire ſtructure: juſt 
{0 it is here. Believers are God's building ; and 
Chriſt is the foundation of that building. —Eph. 
1. 20, 21, 22. .** And are built upon the foun- 
dation of the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelt being the chief corner-ſtone; in whom 
all the building fitly framed together, groweth 
into an holy temple in the Lord : In whom ye 
alſo are builded together, for an habitation of God 
through the ſpirit.” Theſe words may be read as 
a command, He ye built up a ſpiritual houſe ; for 
as a man builds upon the foundation, and lays the 
whole ſtreſs of the building upon it, ſo the believ- 
er builds all his faith, hope and confidence, upon 
tat ſure foundation that Jehovah, the eternal 
iather, hath laid in Sion.“ Behold, ſays he, I 
lay in Sion, for a foundation, a ſtone, a tried 
ſtone, a precious corner-ſtone, a ſure foundation, 
he that believeth ſhall not make haſte.” And 
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commit the ſalvation of their precious and im- 


founded.” Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the only, as 


all along in this chapter. Upon which helieviny 


{ 


"= i 
whoever have built upon him, they have bee 
determined by the power of omnipotent grace, to 


mortal ſouls into his hand. The promiſe is ſtill 
ſure.—“ He that believetb in him ſhall not be ton- 


well as the all- ſufficient Saviour. There is no 
need for any other. Nor is there any need for 
him dying over again; for by one offering he 
hath for ever perfected them that, are ſanttifed.” 
All who are now in heaven were juſtified, and 
fanctified in the name of the Lord Jefus. And 
all muſt be ſo who expect to follow. And we 
are aſſured that, He is able to ſave to the utter. 
moſt, all that come to God through him, feemg he 
ever liveth to make mterceſſion for them.” He is 
not a reed, but a rock of falvation. 'A ſtrong 
redeemer, as the ſcripture declares. © Their Re. 
deemer is mighty, the Lord of Hoſts is his namt, 
the God of all the earth ſhall be be called. 
Fly. Another reſemblance is that of meat.— 
That which a man feeds upon and digeſts, 1s 
united and incorporated with himſelf. Thus iti 
turned into his own ſubſtance, and made a part 
of himſelf. So the believing ſoul feeds upon 
Chriſt, digeſts him, as it were, turns him into hi 
own ſubſtance; ſo that Chriſt becomes one with 
him, and he with Chriſt. John vi. 55, 56. © For 
my fleſh. is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed. He that eateth my fleſh, and drinketi 
my blood dwelleth in me, and I in him.” Now, 
all this muſt be taken not in a literal but in! 
metaphorical ſenſe. The eating and drinking 
here, is believing ; for ſo it is to be underfſtodd 


the union follows. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
wholſom 


G 
wholſome and ſubſtantial food for the ſoul. This 
food quickens dead finners, and nouriſhes living 
ſaints; and for all the vaſt multitudes that par- 

 ticipate of this food, yet there is no want. Here 
is milk for babes, and meat for ſtrong men. This 
food is ſweeter than honey or the honey comb, to 
which Chriſt makes ſinners of Adam's family 
welcome. Eat, O friends, (ſays he,) drink, 
yea drink abundantly, O beloved.” My dear bre- 
thren, let me aſk you, have you ever as yet 
« taſted that the Lord is gracious?” Sure am I, 
if you have ever experienced this goodneſs mani- 
felted to your ſouls, you will be deſirous of en- 
joying more and more of it; and ready to fay, 
with thoſe in another caſe, ** evermore give us 
this bread.” „ 

We ſhall now mention a few of the excellent 

roperties of that union which exiſts between 
Chriſt and believers. 3 g 
1ſt. It is a moſt honourable union. No title 
among men is comparable to that of being a 
member of Chriſt. This honour have all his 
"Wh faints. Since thou waſt precious in my fight, thou 
ei, been honourable, and I have loved thee ; there-- 
ar {ore will 7 give men for thee, and people for thy 
" life.” This cannot be ſaid even of angels them- 
"WT {clves. Angels are ſubject to him, and are his 
I willing ſervants ; but are not ſtiled his body, as 
| the church is. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt took 
not on him the nature of angels, but the ſeed of 
Abraham ;” and he ſtands in a peculiar relation 
1 to believers, as redeemed from among men, and 
1 miſtically united to him, / that he is not aſbamed 
"oo callebem brethren; for he had prepared for them a 
city,” And in this city, © eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 
1 beard, neither hath it _—_ into the heart of man 
2 76 
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(36) 
to conceive what things the Lord hath prepared for 
them that love bim. 

Aly. It is a moſt enriching union. It is that 
which brings the perſon into a participation d 
Chriſt, as to all the bleſſings of his purchaſe, 
The riches of Chriſt are unſearchable. ** Riche 
and honour are with him, yea durable riches and 
righteouſneſs.” He cauſeth them that love him) 

fo inherit /ubpance. And he hath promiſed % 
n all their treaſures.” He is ſaid to be fulld 
grace and truth. Grace comes from him; and ri- 

vers of grace flow from his throne. Rev. xx, 1, 

And he fhewed me a pure river of water of lik, 


clear as 575 proceeding out of the throne of 
God and the Lamb.” He is the heir of all things 


and he makes his people heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with himſelf. All things are yours, (fa 
the apoſtle) whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, 


or the world, or life, or death, or things preſent, a 
things to come; all are yours, and ye are Chriſt's 
and Chriſt is God 8, I Cor. iii. 22, 23. Again, 
3dly, It is a moſt comfortable union. Nothing 
can be wanting to their ſupport who are taken ini 
it. They ſhall get 87 race here and glory hereaftet, 
Every Cine that the Lord hath ſeen needful far 
his glory and their good ſhall be beſtowed, A 
is a ſon and a ſhield, he will give grace and glin 
and no good thing will he withhold from them ibu 
walk uprightly. Indeed it is common for them wil 
are in Chriſt, to have a large ſhare of afflidion 
« 7 <oill leave in the midſt of you a poor anda 

aff lifted people, and they ſhall truſt in the name 

' the Lord, and ſtay tbemſelves on their God.“ Some 
times the believer hath the powers of this wal 
to contend with, eſpecially if their commands i 


terfere with the commands of God; as was ih 
cal 


622.90 2 
caſe with Daniel, the apoſtles, and the three chil- 
dren; and in this caſe they may lay their account 
to meet with rage and violence; for Satan being 


be God of this world, hath, by permiſſion, both 
me things and perſons of it under his power. He 
1 pretends to be ſole maſter of it; as we ſee in the at- 
a tack he made upon the Son of God, in the wil- 


derneſs. All theſe things (ſays he) will I give 
unto thee if thou wilt fall down and worſhip me,” 
It is juſt and reaſonable that the /ervan? be as his 
er. Well but amidſt all this he hath faid, *7 
me you ſhall have peace; and when they come to 
encounter with the ſwellings of Jordan, he ſtands 
by them, a nd bears up their head, that ſo they may 
ot fink below the ſtream. The believer is put in 
his caſe to ſay, O Death where is thy ſting ! O 


Agde where is thy victory] thanks be unto God who 
e given me the victory through our Lord Feſus 
zu %. Therefore an intereſt in him whois God's 
ts alvation, may alleviate all his people's afflictions, 
" W'vccten every mercy, add a favour to what the 
men joy, and calm their ſpirits under the moſt af- 
mung diſpenſations they poſſibly can meet with 
10 vhile here in a preſent evil world. However mat- 
| 7 ers may be with the believer, he has ſufficient 


, omfort and conſolation, when he is able to fay, 
n beloved is mine and J am his.” ] belong to 
im; am incorporated with him, and he who is 
head, influences and governs the world, is per- 
tly acquainted with my condition, and able to 
ve me from every thing that is hurtful tome, and 
rows what is the fitteſt ſeaſon to do ſo, and will 
ſure to remember me when that ſeaſon comes. 
nd in the mean time, his grace is ſufficient for me. 
what conſolation may ſpring up in the ſoul 
om ſuch thoughts as theſe ! Again, | 
D 3 | 4th 7, 
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reſpect to its nature, as conſidered in itſelf, Chrif 


| 4thly. It is a ſublime union, and that, firſt, h 


and a poor ſinner of Adam's family made one] 
O what an union is this! We have many union 
in nature, and ſome very conſiderable; but the 
all come ſhort, and are but low in compariſon d 
this : Next to the union of the three perſons in 
the ever bleſſed and adorable trinity, and the hy. 
poſtatical union of the two natures of Chriſt, the 
myſtical union is the moſt noble.—Secondly, iti 
ſublime in reſpect of its cauſe. The more ſupet. 
natural a thing is, the more ſublime it is. Noy 
this union is entirely ſupernatural. What can na. 
ture be imagined to do for the bringing about d 
ſuch a thing as this? Surely it is all owing to the 
ſupernatural grace of God; Of him are ye i 
Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto us, wil 
dom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, an 
redemption.“ 1 Cor. i. 30. 
5thly. It is a real union; not a nominal or fan- 
ciful thing. It is as great a reality, as any thin 
can be. It is often ſpoken of in ſcripture under! 


variety of ideas, and all of them point it out wil 
the greateſt certainty ; for as really as the mem. l 
bers are united to the head, and the head to thi © 
members; the wife to the huſband, and the hu © 
band to the wife; the branches to the root, and b 
the root to the branches; ſo really are believe" © 
united to Chriſt, and Chriſt to them. Nothiq; 0 
-1n religion 1s real if this is not. Take away thi 0 
oneneſs, and you take away all. Is not the und t 
between God the Father, and God the Son, Ml * 
real union? Surely none will deny this. V. 
this is as real, John xvii. 22. © And the gl . 


which thou gaveſt me, I have given them, ti 
they may be one, even as we are one,” Oblſe 


9999 
it is * one, as We. are axe ;” but how ? not as te 
any equality, but only as to verity. Believers are 
not one with Chriſt, as he is one with the Father, 
in reſpect to the manner of the union; but only 
as to the truth and reality of it. It is a higher _ 
union between. the Father and Son, but it 1s as 
real an union between Chriſt and believers. - 

6ly. It is a ſpiritual union, not a corporeal 
union, but a divine, inward, and ſpiritual union. 
It is the uniting of hearts together in an imper- 
ceptible way. And the bonds of this union are 
ſpiritual, namely, the ſpirit on Chriſt's part, and 
faith on the believers. ** He that is joined to the 
Lord is one ſpirit.” When our Lord had been 
ſpeaking ſo much of it under the reſemblance of 
eating and drinking, he adds, It is the ſpirit 
that quickeneth, the fleſh profiteth nothing, the 
words that I ſpeak unto you they are ſpirit and 
they are life.” As if our Lord had faid, you muſt 
not imagine that I intend any fleſhly or corporeal _ 
eating; I only mean ſpiritual eating and drinking 
by faith. | 

7ly. It is a near and intimate union. The per- 
ſons here concerned, are not only ſimply united 
to each other, but nearly and intimately. This 
union is ſo near, that we know not how to con- 
ceive of it, far leſs how to expreſs it; we may 
borrow ſome light here and there from the ſcat- 
tered unions of nature to illuſtrate it, but in point 
of nearneſs they all fall ſhort. Believers are not 
only eb of Chriſt's fleſh, and bone of his bone, but 
they are one ſpirit with him. Again, they are ſo 
near to Chriſt, that they may be ſaid to be a part 
of him, nay, ſuch a part of him that he, as head 
and mediator, without them could not be com- 
plete; for, as thus conſidered, they are his full- 
n neſs. 


| j members; the tender huſband may be ſeparated 
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neſs. Eph. i. 23. The fullneſs of him that! 
filleth all in all.” Again, this union is fo near, | 
that they have both one and the ſame name 
_ Chriſt's name and title is given to them, asin! 
1 Cor, xii. 12. For as the body is one and hath ! 
many members, and all the members of that one 
body, being many are one body; ſo alſo is Chriſt.” 
The apoſtle there alſo mentions Chriſt” myſ. 
tically, not Chriſt perſonally, compare Jer. xxxiii, 
6. And this is his name whereby he ſhall be 
called, THE LORD ouUR RiGUuTEOUSNEss,” 
with Jer. xxxiii. 16. And this is the name 
wherewith ſhe ſhall be called, TEE LORD ov 
R1GyTEoVvsNEss.” The wife, upon her marri- 
age union, loſes her own name, and is called by 
her huſband's ; juſt fo it is here. He, that 1 
Chriſt, hall be called The Lord our Righteouſ- 
nes; and the, that is the Church, ſhall likewiſe 
be called 7 he Lordour Righteouſneſs. Here areè ſuch 
a communication of names as ſhews, that though 
Chriſt and believers are not one ſubſtantially, yet 
they are one really. * 
* Sly. and laſtly. It is an indiſſolvable union. 

' Chriſt and the believer are ſo firmly joined to- 
gether, that none ſhall ever be able to ſeparate 
them ; not all the powers of hell, with all their 
united ſtrength, ſhall ever be able to dif- 
join or ſeparate one ſoul from. Chriſt. Ard 
herein lies a particular and tranſcendent bleſſed- 
neſs of that union above all others among men, 
for theſe may all ceaſe. The members may be ſe- 
parated from the head, and the head. from the 


— foo. SL HA e þ £UXv7 gt, — K — — nat. a. Res A oiis os 


from his loving wife. The ſuperſtructure may be 
broken off from the foundation. The ſoul may be 


{ſeparated from the body; but the myſtical union 
2 ſtands 
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never be ſeparated. . God hath joined them toge= 
ther; and what he hath joined together u man 
ſhall ever put aſunder. There are two abiding things 
with the ſaints, their unction, and their union. 
Their unction abides. The anomting. which you" 
have received from him, abideth in you, as in 1 John 
ii. 27. and their union alſo abides, for it follows, 
« and ye ſhall abide in him.” In thecloſe of the 
viith chapter of the Rom. the apoſtle gives a 
challenge to his adverſaries, © Who ſhall ſeparate 
us from the love of God ? He informs us, none 


me 

vs WY (all be able to do it,—So, who ſhall ſeparate 
ri. WT believers from their union with Chriſt ? None 
by WY (ball, none can. Poffibly the effects of it may for 


ſome time be ſuſpended, but the union itſelf nei- 
ther is, nor can be diſſolved. As in the hypoſta- 
tical u nion, there was for a time, a ſuſpending of 
the comfortable influences of the divine nature 
from the human, in ſo much that our Lord cried 
out, © My God! my God! why haſt thou for- 
ſaken me!” Yet, notwithſtanding all this, the 


union between theſe two natures was not in the 


to- leaſt diſſolved; fo in the myſtical union, the ef- 
ate fe<ts of it may ſometimes be reſtrained, but the 
cir union itſelf remains firm and inviolable. Death 
il itſelf, altho' it be the bane of all other unions, 
d {hall never put a period to this. May the Lord 


God grant, that his good ſpirit may bleſs this. diſ- 
courſe, by making it a mean of uniting ſinners to 
Jeſus Chriſt. And if you be now united, O may 
you find the bond of union growing ſtronger and 
ſtronger every day, until death perfect it; and 
heaven continue it in endleſs glory. Amen. 


SER- 


ſtands faſt for ever. Chriſt and a gracious ſoul can 


* 
k 10 - 1 
* 
| 
, 124 
, 4 
= * 
, >" 
f 1 
v1 
1 ' F | % 
* e* 
p J 4 
, 5 
7 k 1 ; 
4 * N * f 


II. 


ROMANS viii. 1. 


THERE IS THEREFORE NOW NO CONDEMNATION TO THEY 
| WHICH ARE IN CHRIST JESUS;— "AR 


F we fearch the holy ſcriptures we ſhall find 

that they ſpeak of a three-fold union. 

1. the union of three perſons in one nature. 

2. Theunion of two natures in one perſon, 

3. The union of perſons, where both perſon 
and natures are diſtinct. 

I. There is the union of three perſons in one 
nature. This is the Trinity, where we have three 
perſons united in the Godhead. The trinity i 
unity, and the unity in trinity. One in three in 
reſpect of nature, and three in one in reſpect d 
perſonality. This is that ineffable, incomprehen- 
ſible union which is between the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, in the ſame common natur 
of the Godhead, of 'which the apoſtle ſpeaks 
1. John v. 7.“ There are three that bear record it 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the HolyGholl 
and theſe three are one. This is a myſtery to be 


admirei 
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admired, not to be fathomed. A myſtery toe 
deep for the plummet of reaſon to reach; and that 
perſon who would go about by reaſon to compre= 
nend it, is as fooliſh as he who would cn 
to put the ocean in a bucket: ©... =p 

2. There is the union of two natures in one 
perſon. This is called, by divines, the hypoſta- 
tical union, or the union of the two natures of 
Chriſt, both making up but one perſon. We may 
thus conceive of it: it is the ſubſtantial, ſuperna- 
tural conjunction of the two natures in Chriſt; the 
divine aſſuming the human, and giving it ſuch a 
ſubſiſtence in itſelf, as that both make up one per- 
ſon, and yet ſo as the being and properties of both 
natures are preſerved entire. 

3. There is the union of perſons; whirerh 
perſons and natures are diſtinct; and this is the 
myſtical union that is between Chriſt and belie- 
vers. And after all you have heard concerning 
it, in the preceding diſcourſe, in order that you 
may not miſtake the nature of it, be concerned, 
my dear brethern, to remember that there is union 
but no tranſmutation. Here is the union of per- 
ſons, but not a perſonal union. 
1. Here 1s union but no tranſmutation. Belie- 
vers are united to Chriſt, but yet not ſo as that 
they are changed, or transformed into the eſſence 
or being of Chriſt, ſo as to be chriſted with 
Chriſt, as ſome too boldly ſpeak, or that he, viz. 
Chriſt, is changed or transformed into the eſſence, 
or being of believers. No; we are not to enter- 
tain ſuch a thought as this for Chriſt is Chriſt 
ſtill; and believers are but creatures ſtill, not- 
withſtanding of this union. Although they be 
nearly and really united, yet both keep their na- 


tures diſtin, and are the ſame after this union, 
as 


HEY 
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as they were before it. As it is in the perſons of 
the ever bleſſed and adorable trinity, there is uni. 

on but no confuſion. They are eſſentially ane, 
yet they have their perſonal properties, and dil. 
tinct ſubſiſtences. As it is in the two natures gf 
Chriſt, they are in a near union, they make up 
but one perſon; yet tor all this they are diſtin. 
The godhead is not turned into the manhood; 

nor che manhood into the godhead. They are 
united; but neither transformed nor confuſed. —. 
We may take a lower reſemblance of it. In man 
there is a near union between ſoul and body; 
and they, united together, make up the man: 

yet, upon this union, the ſoul is not turned into 
the body, nor the body into the nature of the 
ſoul. They are not confounded, although united. 
They ſtill retain their eſſence and properties 
diſtinct. The ſoul is the ſoul ſtill, and the body 
is the body ſtill. Juſt ſo it is in the union be- 
tween Chriſt and believers. 

2. There is the union of perſons, but not a 
perſonal union. And there lies the difference be- 
tween the myſtical union, and the hypoſtatical 
union. The hypoſtatical union is perſonal, but 
not of perſons ; and the reaſon of this is, becauſe 
in Chriſt there are two natures, but there is but 
one perton. There 1s this nature, and that nature 


nin Chriſt, but not this perſon and that perſon, as 

= ſome erroneouſly affirm. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
did not aſſume the perſon of man, but the nature 
of man into his perſon. But in the myſtical uni- 
on it is otherwiſe. Here is the union of perſons, 


1 union, there is the union of perſons. The per! rſon 
i 1 ef Chriſt is united to the perſon of the believer, 


but not a perſonal union. We ſay in the myſtical 


| j 2nd the perſon of the believer is united to the 
| perſon 
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perſon of Chriſt. In the marriage union it. is 
perſon joined to perſon. So it is alſo. in the 
myſtical union. Now, if it ſhould be aſked how 
a believer may be ſaid to be in Chriſt? - We an- 
anſwer, it cannot ſo properly be ſaid that he is in 
the graces, comforts, or in the ifts of Chriſt; as 
that "bei is in 8 bo that this is an 
union of perſons, but we ſay the union is 
perſonal, fo fo then, Chriſt and the-believer — 
properly and phyſically make but one perſon.— 8 
And then it would be ſo many believers, ſo many 
Chriſts ; and ſo the believer would have no ſub- 
ſiſtence but in Chriſt ; as the human nature of 
Chriſt hath no Ne but what it hath in 
the godhead ; and thus the believer would alſo 
bave merit in what he did. Therefore we muſt 
conclude that, although there be an union of 
ſons, yet it is not a perſonal union; and they, not- 
withſtanding of this, remain diſtinct perſons.— 
This, as I formerly obſerved is a myſtery, a very 
great myſtery. Look up. to God that he may bleſs 
you with his ſpirit, which is the ſpirit of wiſdom, 
and revelation in the knowledge f eſus Chriſt, 
that ſo you may be lead into the ſecrets of the 
covenant, and a diſcovery of the myſteries of the 
kingdom. 

Having formerly explained the words of the 
text, I obſerved that they were a complete pro- 
poſition, viz. © That there is no condemnation 
to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus. 

For method, we propoſe, in the 

Firſt place, to make a few preliminary obſer-- 
vations. _ | 

Secondly, —Delſcribe the nature of the privi- 


lege here aſſerted, viz. deliverance from condemna- 
fim. 


Thirdly, 


ooverwhelm us with fear. The apoſtle informs 


f 


6 | 
Thirdly, —Enquire what it is to be in Qhii 
Mus; or, ſhew, how perſons may be; fai to be 
in Chriſt. 
Fourthly.— To make ſome practical i improne 
ment of md ſubject. | | 
We have already gone through the dodtrin 
part, and ſhall now, through divine aſſiſtanc 
proceed to the laſt general head in the method 
which was, the improvement ; and this ſubjec 
may be improved in the following order: 
Iiſt. In an uſe of information. 
2d. Of trial and examination. And, 
2ly. Of exhortation. 
1. This ſubject may be improved in an uſe of 
information, 
1ſt. Then, we may obſerve, that beirn in 
Jeſus Chriſt, have a complete ſecurity againſ 
the dreadful conſequences of death, however they 
may be afraid of them while here. It is no un- 
uſual thing even for believers themſelves to be 
afraid of death, and the diſpleaſure of God, 
eſpecially when they conſider the power of in- 
dwelling fin, and how often they are put to the 
worſe by it. Therefore it is no wonder that they 
cry out, with the apoſtle, O wretched man 
that I am! who ſhall deliver me from the body 
of this death! Death, the king of terrors, ſome- 
times looks with ſuch an awful aſpect, that the 
very thoughts of his approaching, is enough to 


— — — 


us of ſome, who, ** through fear of deth, were 
all their life time ſubject to bondage.” Wel 
then, how may a poor ſoul be delivered from the 


St 0 


— — 
a. 


fear of death? Why, here is the antedote;= f 
Chriſt has gone through the valley and ſhadow b 


of death. He hath broken the ſtrength, and 
pulled 


1 


pulled out the ſting of that formidable and all 
de conquering enemy, by his death and reſurrection 
com the dead; he hath ſhewed that death is not 
Nen the end of our courſe, but a paſſing into happy 
WH immortality. Hence he promiſes that whoſoe- 
na er believeth in him, though be were dead, yet 
Ct, all he live; and again, he ſhall not be devoured 
00, or death and the grave, but he will raiſe bim up 
ject BY , he laſt day; Chriſt has gone before us through | 


death, and become the firft fruits of them that 
/icep. Had Chriſt paſſed into heaven before he 

died, as Enock and Elias, we had wanted'the | 
pledge of a future immortality; but Chriſt, as the 


: of captain of our ſalvation, ſuffered and died, and 

chen entered into his glory; to aſſure us, that in 
12 this road we are to follow him where he is, That 
n 


we may behold his glory, for ſays he, Father T 
will that theſe whom thou haſt given me, may be 
with me, that where J am, there they may be alſo.” 
So that the believer being delivered from a ſtate 
of condemnation, has no reaſon to be afraid of 
death. It can do no real harm. It is a chariot 
{ent from his father to carry him to the manſions 
of bliſs, prepared for him by his elder brother, 
John xiv. 2. | | 
2. Hence ſee that although every ſin in itſelf 
deſerves God's wrath and curſe, and although 
believers be much harraſſed, and often foiled by 
corruption, yet having now by faith fled into 
Chriſt, the city of refuge, and thereby being juſ- 
tified, they are delivered from the curſe of the 
law, and the condemnatory ſentence thereof, and 
put into a ſtate of ſalvation, and abſolute freedom 
from the penalty of the covenant of works, which 
before they lay under. For there is now no cun- 
demnation to them that are in Chriſt Feſus.” They 
4 * Are 
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are now paſſed from death to life, and thall news 
ſee death, viz. eternal death. John v. 24. %% 
rily, verily, I fay unto you, he that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that ſent me, hath ever. 
laſting ] fe, and ſhall not come into condemnatin, 
but is paſſed from death unto life. 

3. Hence ſee the miſery of all who have noten 
77 in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The cloud i 
not ſo bright towards. Iſrael, but it is as dark to- 
wards the Egyptians, The text is not more full 
of comfort to believers, than it is of terror to un- 
' believers. Here is the very marrow and ſweetneſs 
of the goſpel for the one, and here is alſo the bit. 
ter gall and wormwood of the law for the other 
There is no condemnation to them who are in-Chriſt 
What ſo ſweet! ſo comfortable! well, but there 
is nothing but condemnation, to them who-are 
not of Chriſt. What more dreadful ! and la. 
mentable! my brethern, are ye chriſtleſs, grace- 
leſs, unbelieving ſinners? do not deceive your- 
ſelves. This freedom from condemnation, be- 
longs not to you. The apoſtle doth not fay, 

there 1s no condemnation, and ſo breaks off; no, but 
that none might preſumptiouſly apply this great 
blefling to themſelves, to whom it doth not be- 
long, he mentions theſe who are concerned init, 
and they are only ſuch as are in Chrift Feſus.— 
My brethern, ye who are out of Chriſt, be aſſu- 
red, there is nothing but condemnation to you. 
| You are condemned already in the ſentence of the 
law, and it will not be long till you be ſolemnly 
condemned, by the ſentence of the great judge, 
unleſs you believe in Chriſt Jeſus, ſo many unbe- 
lievers, ſo many condemned perſons. .. And if {0 
it is nothing to you to be condemned! O whats 
dreadful word is condemnation, The veg 
thought 


md o % Aa an w#dS as .A,GS mm Jc£ fo cam Ya % as PA Jon Hed s TS, as > , At qt oa 


amg mmm , , Ax x > 


6 999 ; 
thought of it is enough to ſtrike us with fear ank 


e enbdling. Put all the diſtreſſes of a preſent evil 
vVorld together, one condemnation would downs. 
er. 


weigh them all. O the woeful ſtupidity and ſech 
rity of ſinners out of Chriſt ! the curſe of God 
hangs over them, wherever they go; and what- 
ever they put their hands to. They ate no better 
than condemned men; and yet how merry, jovial, 
and unconcerned are they: what a fad ſpectacle 
is it to ſee a poor malefactor that is condemned 
by man, and to be executed in a few days, alto- 
gether unaffected with his fituation, and ſpending 
that ſhort time he hath to live, in cating, drink- 
ing, and making merry, with thoſe who are un- 
der the ſame condemnation ? Ah finners ! out of 
Chriſt, this is your ſtate! nay, yours ismuch worſe 
for you are under a worſe condemnation, even the 
condemnation of the great God, the judge of the 


ce. quick and dead; and that is to die eternally; and 
ur: yet how unmindful are you; you pleaſe the fleſh, 
de. take your fill of nfl pleaſures, live a merry 
. life, nothing troubles you. Now my dear bre- 
U 


thren, if this is your character, I would adviſe 
you to take the few following things ſeriouſly * 
into conſideration. * 3 

1. That God himſelf will be your judge, and 
will paſs the condemnatory ſentence upon you. 
It is awful to he arraigned and condemned at the 
bar of man, but how much more terrible will it 
be, to be arraigned and condemned at the bar of 
God? What a vaſt diſh proportion is there, between 


0 any of the crimes, the judge, the ſentence, and. 
che execution! O finners, when you ſtand before 
10 this judge in order to receive your ſentence, will 
vou not tremble ? The majeſty, the omniſcience, 
I ©: omnipotence, and the righteouſneſs of this 


e 
judge are ſufficient, to ſtrike us all with wad 
dread. There is no ſtanding befere him, lch 
his majeſty; no hiding any thing from him, ſuch 
is his omniſcience, no corrupting: of him, ſuch i 
his juſtice. What then will become of you, who: 
are in your ſins, and out of Chriſt ? At the tri. 
bunal of this God you mult be tried, and condemns 
ned ; and is this all nothing to you ? or becauk 
he willnot immediately judge the world himſelf 
but immediately by Chriſt hat man whom he bat 
ordained to this office, do you therefore imagine 
that your danger is the leſs, or that your puniſh- 
ment will be the more ſupportable? Alas I on the 


contrary, will it not greatly increaſe the ſinner 
fear, that he muſt be judged, by him whom he 


hath ſo often deſpiſed and rejected V he muſt be 
his judge, whom he would not have to be his 88. 
viour. And in what glory ſhall this judge appear, 
when the ſinner ſhall ſtand before him? you know 
the ſtate and ſolemnity of the bench, adds to the 
terror of the malefactor at the bar. Matt. xxv. zi. 
&« When the ſon of man ſhall come in his glary, and al 
his holy angels with him, then ſhall he fit upon the 
throne of his glory.” To be tried, caſt, and con- 
demned by ſuch a glorious judge, and in ſuch 1 
ſolemn manner, muſt indeed be terrible to finners. 
Rom. vi. 15, 16, 17. And the kings of the earth, 
and the great men, amd the rich men, and the chitf 
captains, and the mighty men, and every bond. man, 
and every freeman hid themſelves in the dens, and i 
the rocks of the mountains, and ſaid tothe mountains 
and rocks fall on us and hide us from the face of bin 
that fitteth on the throne, and from the wrath g 


the Lamb, fon the great day of his «wrath is come 
and who ſhall be able to ſtand? 


2 * Con. 
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2. Conſider what this condemnation is. Thoſe 
erſons are fearleſs becauſe they are thoughtleſs. 
If they would but ſeriouſly ponder the things of 
another world, it would be a mean of deterring 
them from the many ſins that they are guilty of. 


Condemnation ! What is it? Why, in few words, 


m. 
ut is to be adjudged to eternal death. — Men con- 
demn malefactors to die a temporal death; but 


od, the ſupreme Judge, inflicts a greater penal- 
y ; his ſentence is to die eternally. He doth not 
ondemn to a priſon, to an ax, or the gallows, juſt 
o die, and ſo end the matter; no, no. He ſenten- 
es to eternal death. Thus eternity fills up the 
neaſure of the wicked's miſery, and makes it run 
ver. In heaven there is an eternity of joy; and 
n hell an eternity of woe. To be miſerable as 
ong as God (hall be bleſſed ; to be always dying, 
nd yet always to live; to be always drinking the 
itter cup, and yet the cup ſtill to continue full ; to 
je under the curſe and to fee no end of it; and 
vhen millions of millions of years are over, all is 
$1t were to begin again; and the poor ſinner af- 
er all this time 1s paſt, 1s juſt where he was at 
rſt; what tongue can expreſs, what heart can 
onceive the greatneſs of this miſery ; 17 is ever- 
ing deſtruclion from the preſence of the Lord. It 
everlajting puniſhment ; it is everlaſting fire, and 
ve worm that never dies; the blackneſs of dark - 
/t. for ever O ſinners out of Chriſt ! what are 
our ſentiments of all this? Are you able to bear 
' Alas ! *who among us can dwell with the de- 
ouring fire?“ © Whoamong us can dwell with 
crlaſting burning?“ This makes the ſinners in 
on afraid, and fills hypocrites with fearfulneſs 
ad will it not have the ſame effect on you, 
E 2 who 
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will have his officers by him who will put i 


oppoſe them ? The judge, among the Jews, wa 


And as ſoon as the judge ſhall have paſſed fe 


. tence, conſcience will fall upon the guilty col 


Haſt thou not procured all this to thyſelf? Is 


| 'T 48) Ny 
who have not an intereſt in Chriſt, God's faly. 
tion ? 5 (Ht 

3. Conſider, that the condemnatory ſenteng 
being once paſſed, it will be irreverſible and im 
ſiſtable. There is no reverſing of it, for as the 
curſe is intolerable, ſo the ſentence is irreverſible; 
All the. ſinners entreaties will avail nothing. 
- The time was when he would not hear Chrif, 
and now Chriſt will not hear him. The ſean 
of grace is now over ; once condemned, and eye 
condemned. There is neither appealing from the 
judge, nor repealing of the ſentence. We ſh 
it is alſo irreſiſtible, for as ſoon as it is paſt Chi 


into execution. His guard and retinue of angel 
ſhall be ready to receive his orders. — Thek 
reapers i ſhall gather the tares and bind them i 
bundles to burn them. And who ſhall be able u 


to ſee the offender puniſhed before his eyes; f 
Chriſt will not only paſs ſentence, but he wil 
alſo witneſs the execution. Theſe mine enemit 
that would not that I ſhould reign over them, bruy 
them forth and flay them before me. When met 
condemn, God can ſave; but when God con- 
demns, who can deliver ? | 

4. Conſider, that the unbelieving ſinner wil 
not only be condemned by God, but alſo by hun 
ſelf. Self-condemnation will accompany God 
condemnation. And when the poor ſinner is d 
his trial, conſcience will accuſe him as well as tht 
law, and condemn him as well as the judge. 


demned perſon, and fay, is not this righteous 


8 
this the fruit of thy ſin? We read at the great 


day, there ſhall be the opening of the books, 

Rev. xx. xii. And T jaw the dead ſmall and great 
eng Land before God, and the books were opened, and 
;rro WY olber boo, cds opened, which ts the book of life, 
nd the dead were judged out of thoſe things which 
ble ere 527 ittenin the books according to their works.” 
Wt Theſz books are eſpecially two; the book of 
i (cripture, and the book of conſcience. As to 
an the laſt, wicked men keep it ſhut as faſt as poſſi- 
ere ble they can while here; but at that day, God 
te vill open it to purpoſe, and ſinners ſhall be obli- 

ged to look into it, and read over the ſins of their 


lives written there in very legible characters. 
Now, my dear brethren, be concerned to re- 
member theſe things; for as ſure as God is 
righteous, ſo ſure are you to be condemned if 
you remain ſtrangers to Chriſt, God's Salvation. 
Well, but how many, great, and highly aggra- 
vated your fins, and provocations againſt God 
may be, yet beware of deſpairing. The God 
with whom we have to do is a merciful God.— 
He declares, that he hath no pleaſure in the death 
ef a finner ; turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die, O 
houſe of Iſrael ! Let the wicked for ſake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, 
and to cur God, for he will abundantly pardon ; or, 
as it reads in the original, he will multiply to par- 
aan. There are a multitude of mercies with him 
tor the pardoning of the multitude of our tranſ- 
greſſions. He is rich in mercy. The whole earth 
is full of it. It is great above the heavens, and 
extends to fall the ages of time, and runs over to 
2 blefled eternity. O then, let ſin be condemaed 
in you, and by you. A condemnatory ſentence 

E 3 : muſt 
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muſt either paſs upon the fin, or upon the ſinny 
and is it not far better it ſhould-paſs upon 3 
fins by yourſelves, than upon your perſons y th 
offended judge? Beware then of living in the 
practice of any known fin, or in the negke q 
any known duty; and pray that God's grace miy 
be ſutficient for you, that he may keep you from 
being tempted to fin, and ſupport and deliver yoy 
when you are tempted. The | 

Second thing in the improvement was an uk 
of trial and examination. bo 
1. Then, are they, and they only, the per. 


ſons to whom there is no condemnation, namely 


ſuch as are in Chriſt Jeſus ; how nearly then, 
doth it concern every one to examine themſelye 
whether they be in Chriſt Jeſus ? My brethren, 
apply it to yourſelves ; aſk yourſelves one by one, 
Am I in Chriſt Jeſus ?. It is the unſpeakable pri- 
vilege of ſome to be in him.— Well, then, am! 


one of them? What is this myſtical union to 
me, if I am not a partaker of it? You ought ts 
be very inquiſitive about it, for the great and 
comprehenſive bleſſing in the text depends upon 
it. If you are not in Chriſt there is nothing but 
condemnation to you; and if you are in Chriſt, 
there is “ no condemnation,” no not ſo much as 
one ſingle conderanation to you. Be concerned 
then, with the greateſt diligence and faithfulnels, 
to examine yourſelves about this, ſays the apoſ- 
tle, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. © Examine yourſelves whe- 
ther you be in the faith, prove your ownlelves, 
know ye not your ownſelves, how that Jeſus 
Chriſt is in you except you be reprobates. — 
Now, in order to affiſt you in this great enquiry, 
whether you have that union with Chriſt which 
will eſtectually fecure you from this moſt dreadful 

con- 
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ou WS demnation, let us firſt diſtinguiſh concerning 
the 1. Then, union with Chriſt is either natural, 
or ſpiritual. There is a natural union with Chriſt 
na WY contiſting in oneneſs with him, in reſpect to one 
on Wl of his natures, for he having aſſumed the nature 


of man, and united it to the godhead, in conſe- 
quence of this, whereſoever the nature of man is 

there is union with him in this reſpect. We 
have already opened up the ſpiritual union, that 
is brought about by the ſpirit and faith, upon 
which the perſon is not only one with Chriſt, in 
relpect of his human nature, but he is one with 


ves him in a higher manner, as being alſo made a 
en, Whpartaker of his divine nature, that is to fay, in as 
ne, er as the image of God is ſtamped upon him. 


Now to apply this diſtinction; the firſt of theſe 
unions is not ſufficient to ſecure a perſon from 


to Wecondemnation, for then all would be ſaved; even 
to he unregenerated have that very nature which 
nd Chriſt aflumed: but is this enough to free a 
on erſon from condemnation? Surely no. It 1s 


rue this natural union is very precious, and the 
oundation of great joy and comfort to believers, 
rhen they remember, that Chriſt, their glorious 
tedeemer, hath matched with their nature, and 
s now wearing the ſame in heaven. He is bone 
df their bone, and fleſh of their fleſh. ** Foraſ- 
much then as the children are partakers of fleſh 
and blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of 


lus Wh he fame.“ Heb. ii. 14. © He took not on him 
He nature of angels, but the ſeed of Abraham. The 
) WW poitle ſpeaks of it as a very great thing. He 
ch hat anctifieth, and they who are ſanctified, are 


all of one. Therefore we fay, this union 1s very 


omfortable to believers, but to others who 
E 4 know 


know nothing more than that Chriſt is man, and 
that he hath aſſumed their nature, what will this 
avail them? What is it though Chriſt took our 
fleſh, if he doth not give us his ſpirit ? What is 
it for him to be made like to us in our frail na. 
ture, if we be not made like to him in his holy 
image. . 

2. Union with Chriſt is either external and yi. 
ſible, or internal and inviſible. The firſt lies in 
church memberſhip, they enter into the church 
by baptiſm, they partake of the ordinances of 
Chriſt's appointment, together with his people. 
Of theſe our Lord ſpeaks in John xv. 4. Every 
branch in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh away.” 
Here is the external union ; for here is a branch 
that beareth no fruit; and yet it is in Chriſt: 
how is it then in him? it muſt be underſtood, 
in reſpect of external and ſpiritual profeſſion, and 
every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it that 
may bring forth more fruit. Here is the internal 
and ſpiritu:] union, that which is by real implan- 
tation into Chriſt. Now the queſtion you ought 
to be putting to yourſelves, is, whether or not are 
you ſo in Chriſt, as to be ingrafted into him? for 
the former without the latter will be but of little 
value. It is indeed a great mercy to be a member 
of the viſible church now, but this will not ſecure 


1 
. 


a perſon from condemnation. If it be only exter- 


nal union with.Chriſt here, it will notwithſtanding 
be eternal ſeparation from him hereafter. Theſe 
things being premiicd, the main queſtion is, whe- 
ther the union between Chriſt and you (my dear 
brethren) ve external, or internal; and that you 
may in ſome meaſure be capable to give an an- 
ſwer to it, be exhorted in the firſt place, ſerioully 
to conſider the double bond of the myſtical union. 


Second- 
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Secondly take a view of ſome trying ſcriptures, 
that lay down marks concerning it. 
1. Then enquire whether you have the ſpirit, 
for that is the bond of this union on Chriſt's part. 
t is a fact beyond all diſpute, that none can be a 
partaker of this union thatare vi" OT of the 
ſpirit of Chriſt. The great apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles lays it down very expreſſly, I any man have 
not the ſpirit of” Chriſt, he is none of bis, viz. he is 
none of thoſe who are ſavingly united to him, and 
the perſon who would defire, to know, if he hath 
the ſpirit, muſt examine what he feels of the ſav- 
ing operations of the holy ſpirit on his ſoul, and 
theſe are various; ſuch as, illumination: Hence 
he is cal led the ſprrit of wiſdom and revelation in 
the knowlege of Chriſt,” Quickening :—hence he 
is called the ſpirit of life. He quickens dead 
finners, and comforts living faints, Well then, 
what experience have you of his quickening and 
comforting influences? have you been quickened - 
by him, when you were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins? 
Have you been comforted by him? Be aſſured, 
that his conſolations are ſo ſtrong, that they fur- 
niſh the ſoul with ground of unſpeakable joy in 
thedarkeſt, and moſt cloudy day. Heb. iu. 17,.18. 
* Although the figtree ſhall not bloſſom, neither 
ſhall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olive 
ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat, the 
flock ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there ſhall 
be no herd in the ſtalls; yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my falvation.” The 
joy that ariſes to the ſoul from this is deep! your - 
heart ſhall ever live. It is permanent, your joy no 
man taketh from you, yea, it ſuch as cannot be 
fully expreſſed, © Whom having not ſeen ye love, 
in whom although now ye ſee him not, yet believ- 


ing 
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ing ye rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full a 
glory.” Another operation of the holy ſpirit is con. 
viction. The promiſe is, he ſhall convince the 
world of fin. By doing this, he leads ſinners to 
; Chriſt the provided Saviour, and unto God by 
him, and carries on that deſign on earth, for 
which Chriſt died, and is now employed in hea. 
ven. By his tow” influence, the moſt ſtub. 
born and rebellious veſſel of mercy is made willing 
to be the Lord's, and ſubmit to his diſpoſal fay- 
ing, Behold we come unto thee, for thou art the 
Lord our God; and with Thomas, my Lord, 
and my God.” Again * 
2. Examine yourſelves, as to the other bond 
of this union, viz. faith. Aſk yourſelves in ſecret, 
how the caſe ſtands with you, as to this moſt ex- 
cellent grace? Say, is this precious grace wrought 
in me? Am Ia ſincere believer? Have I heartily 
cloſed with Chriſt, according to the offer that is 
made of him to me, in the glorious and everlaſt- 
ing goſpel? Have I built all my hope, and truſt, 
in him for time and eternity, who is the ſure 


foundation laid in Sion? Have I that faith that 


is wrought by the almighty power of God, which 


purifies the heart, overcomes the world, and 


works by love? or have I only an hiſtorical, and 


temporary faith? My dear brethern, do not de- 
ceive yourſelves. You may have both theſe, and 
yet not be ſavingly united to Chriſt. Thedevils 
themſelves have the firſt; they believe and trem- 
ble. James 11. 29. © They believe that there is a 


God, and that Chriſt is the Son of God,” as they 


themſelves acknowleged, Matt. viii. 29. And 


behold they criedout, ſaying, what have we to do 


with thee, jeſus, thou Son of God, art thou come 
hither to torment us before the time? Our Lord 


ſ peaks | 
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ſpeaks concerning the ſecond in the parable of 
the ſower, Matt. xii. 21. Yet hath he no root 
in himſelf, but dureth for a while, for when tri- 
bulation or perſecution ariſeth, becauſe of the word 
by and by he is offended.” The perſons endued 
with this faith, may have ſome good purpoſes 
and defires, but they are ſoon overpowered by 
unmortified corruption, and the force of temp- 
tation ; and when this is the caſe, they ſtumble, 
and fall off from all their former profeſſion of 
religion. But O__ that unites to Chriſt, is 
a ſaving grace wrought in the ſoul, by the ſpirit 
of God, whereby the perſon receives Chriſt with 
particular application of him unto himſelf, as his 
prophet, prieſt, and king; and relies upon him, 
and his righteouſneſs alone for juſtification and 
ſalvation. This faith aſſures us of the reality and 
worth of eternal and inviſible things, and pro- 
duces a ſatisfaction and aſſured confidence, that 
God will infallibly perform what he hath pro- 
miſed. The believer is as confident of them as 
if they were before his eyes, and in his actual 
poſſeſſion. Heb. xi. 1. Now faith is the ſub- 
ſtance of things hoped for, the evidence f things not 
ſeen,” By this faith we are faid to be juſtified. 
Rom. v. 1. A perſon is ſaid to be juſtified by 
faith, not formally, as if it were his righteouſ- 
nels, or the meritorious cauſe of his juſtification 
before God; but only inſtrumentally and rela- 
tively, as it is the hand of the ſoul thatapprehends 
and applies the righteouſneſs and blood of Chriſt - 
which only cleanſeth from all ſin, and renders 
the perſon acceptable to God. Thus I have 
given you a ſhort deſcription of that faith which 
is the bond of the myſtical union on your part. 


[ ſhall now mention a few trying ſcriptures. The 
Firſt 
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Firſt is 2 Cor. v. 17. cc Therefore if any ma f 


in Chriſt, he is a new creature; old thing are paſſed 
away, behold all things are. become new. What a 
glaſs is this for every one of us to ſee our faces 
in ! The thing to be known 1s our being in 
Chriſt, and how may we attain to this know. 


ledge ? Why, by our being new creatures.- The | 


* apoſtle ſets it down indefinitely, in order he might 
reach every perſon. This new creature is one of 
the greateſt riddles in chriſtianity to thoſe who 
are ſtrangers to it. It is that new creation that 
the ſoul is the ſubje& of in the work of conver- 
fion. A converted man 1s quite another perſon 
than he was before. Well then, let me aſk you 
what acquaintance have you got with this new 
creature? Canſt thou ſay as in the fight of God, 
it is not with me as it hath been ? The time was 
when I was as blind and as ignorant a creature as 
ever lived, in the things of God, but now the 
Lord hath ſhined into me, ſo that I ſee what I 
never ſaw before. The time was when I could 
curſe and ſwear, take God's name in vain, pro- 
fane the ſabbath, and ſo on. But I dare not for my 
foul live ſuch a life now. The time was when 
fin and I agreed very well, but now my heart 
riſes at it. I hate it, not only as it is ruining to 
my precious ſoul, but alſo as it diſhonorable to 
God. The time was when. my heart and at- 
fections were entitely ſet upon the world. I 
looked for no other happineſs than what it could 
afford, neither did I defire any other; but now 
I count all things but loſs for Chriſt ; I ſee no- 
thing but a God in Chriſt can be a ſufficient por- 
tion to my precious and immortal ſoul. The 


Second 
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Second trying ſcripture which I ſhall mention 
is, Gal. v. 24. They that are Chriſt's have cru- 
cified the fleſh, with the aſtections and luſts.”> This 
is indeed a very trying paſſage, and intimates this 
much no crucifiction, no union with Chriſt. 
The crucified head will have crucified members. 
He that is planted into the perſon of Chriſt, * 
will be alſo planted into the likeneſs of his death, O 
then, my brethren, is fin crucified in you? Did 
you ever ſet that upon the croſs that brought the 
Son of God to the Croſs ? Be aſſured our Lord 
will not have a member of his to lie under a 
foreign power. The fleſh ſhall not be the ruler, 
where Chriſt is the head ; for where he brings 


about the union he will have the dominion. The 


text, likewiſe, ſpeaks of the fleſh, and informs 
us that they who are in Chriſt Jeſus do not walk 
ofter the fleſh, but after the ſpirit. Here is the 
characteriſtical mark of all who are in Chriſt; 
they live not a fleſhly carnal life, but a divine, 
heavenly, ſpiritual life. My brethren, what, then, 
is your walking? It is the converſation that 
muſt diſcover the union. Seriouſly conſider your 
courſe of life, and that will plainly inform you to 
what head you belong. Again, 

2dly. Another trying ſcripture is, John xv. 2. 
* Every branch in me that beareth not fruit; he 
taketh away.” Now ſome are in Chriſt, not by 
real union, but only by external profeſſion, as I 
have before obſerved ; others are in Chriſt in a 
lay ing and ſpiritual way; and for the finding out 
of which let me aſk you, What fruit is it that 
you bring forth? are you in Chriſt ſo as to be 
fruitful ? Then are you in Chriſt indeed. He 
will have no dead or barren branches in him, for 


that would reflect diſhonour to the root. —All 
TED who 


fruit, good fruit, and plenty of it.“ fruits meet 


\ 
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who are favingly united to him, ſhall bring forth 


for repentance. The fruit is unto holinek, 
where the end is everlaſting life. Herein, (au 


Chbriſt) is my father glorified that ye being forth Ei 
much fruit.“ of 


I now come to the laſt thing i in the 1 improve alr 
ment, which was an uſe of exhortation. an 
1. Then, to you who are in Chmit Jeſus, * | BY 


ſo are ſecure from condemnation, be exhorted to ter 


be thankful unto God for this unſpeakable bleſ- Wl is 
fing. Admire his love and grace. —What ! bo 
condemnation ! not one condemnation !—ye who WW fo: 
deſerved millions of condemnations, yet not fo Sic 


much as one condemnation againſt you. Are in 


you not ready to cry out with the Pſalmiſt, and ¶ aw 


fay, © Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that i « Wu 
| within me be ſtirred up to magnify bis holy name.” if ty 
Let, this, your dignified privilege be a great in- the 
| centive to grateful obedience. Are you ſecured WW an 
| from condemnation !—what manner of perſons ¶ on: 
| ſhould you be in all holy converſation? How WM do: 


ſhould you differ from others here, who ſhall ſo no 


| widely difter from them hereafter ? 


2. You who are ſtrangers to Chriſt, be ex- 


| horted to pray that the ſpirit of the living God 
| may open your underſtandings to conſider how 
dangerous your condition and ſituatiom is. Pray 
that his grace may be ſufficient for you, to diſ- 


poſe your hearts to ſeek the knowledge of your 


intereſt in Chriſt, and enable you to wait until his 
love be ſhed abroad in your hearts, and then you 
will have reaſon to rejoice in God, in time and 


through eternity. And that this may be your 


| happy experience, let us be carneſt in prayer for 


it; 


773. 3-05 
it; and may he who ſitteth upon the throne 
of heaven hear and anſwer. ; 

Look down in mercy, O thou Almighty. and 
loving Saviour, upon us. Hearts are open, all 
deſires known, and no ſecrets are hid from thee. 
Enable every one of us to form a right judgment 
of what we have heard ; and do thou exert thy 
almighty power to convince thoſe of their guilt 
and danger who are not in Chriſt Jeſus. O be 
pleaſed to put it into their hearts to ſeek an in- 
tereſt in him. Teach them, O Lord, that there 
is no ſalvation in any other. Diſcover to them 
both the ſin and danger of truſting to any other 
foundation, than that which thou haſt laid in 
Sion. And ſeeing Jeſus is to come to be glorified 
in his ſaints, and as we know not how near this 
awful event may be, O may it be our privilege 
to be found at his right hand, to hear the almigh- 
ty judge pronounce us bleſſed, and to enter into 
the joy of our Lord : there to praiſe Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit; three ſelf-exiſtent perſons in 
one Jehovah. To whom be honour and glory, 
dominion and power, thankſgiving and praiſe, 
now, and for ever, and ever. Amen. 
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